
Public Speaking
Course Syllabus 2018-2019

Ms. Brennen

sbrennen@methacton.org
Room C230, ext. 26230

Course Goals:

· To improve each student’s ability to communicate a clear, concrete message
· To improve each student’s ability to support that message with logical and
emotional appeals

· To improve each student’s ability to organize the information and the delivery

of that message
· To improve each student’s ability to customize that message to a particular
audience

· To improve each student’s ability to enhance that message with a specific delivery style, including the use of a variety of visual aids
Course Requirements:

· Students must perform all speeches and submit the MLA formatted outlines and/or essays associated with those speeches on the specific due dates that will be assigned.  Late speeches and written work are subject up to a 20% deduction for each day late. 
· Attendance and punctuality are extremely important. Should a student be absent on the day of an assigned speech, he/she should be prepared to present the speech on the day the student returns. Additionally, as a courtesy, students are asked to email the instructor at sbrennen@methacton.org whenever they are aware they will be missing class, particularly when an assignment or speech is due, 
· Besides speech grades, students are scored on Class Participation in the form of being a courteous audience member, rehearsing, asking questions, making comments in the form of positive feedback, taking any pertinent notes, paying attention, and supporting fellow students as an active listener. Points are awarded to students who demonstrate the behaviors stipulated above. If a student is doing other work, lounging, eating, arriving late, sleeping, or is otherwise inattentive, disruptive, or leaves class early, no point will be awarded for that day. Students can earn up to 25 points for participation during each marking period.
· Each student will maintain a reflection log for each speech that he or she presents. Reflections will address what was anticipated by the speaker versus what actually transpired. Students will also note specific areas identified solely by the speaker that need strengthening in future presentations. The reflection log will be submitted and graded each marking period.

Course Readings:

· In addition to presenting the six(6) required speeches, handouts and other supplemental materials will be distributed throughout the course.  YOU MUST READ all supplemental material. Your understanding of some concepts will be assessed by means of a quiz.
· Students are required to print their speech rubrics and be ready to hand to me for scoring on the day of their speeches. Failure to provide the required rubric will result in the loss of 2 points. Once the rubric and outline are graded and returned to the student, they are to be saved as reference material for the student’s personal improvement in future speeches.
 Required Speeches:








Forbidden in Class:
· Anecdote










     NO gum, EVER
· Introductory










NO food
· Process/How-To








NO lounging – feet up or on chairs
· Special Occasion

 






NO doing HW during class



· Multi-Media Presentation





NO signing out during speeches
· Monologues










NO cell texting, charging, or calling 

· Debate **




                              -- all phones will be collected at

· Product commercial  **







   the beginning of each class!!
                  **  time permitting










 



Grading:

· All speeches and written outlines are graded on individual rubrics designed specifically for each particular assignment. Speech requirements and rubrics are distributed via Google classroom well before speeches begin. This allows student speakers time to organize, prepare, and rehearse for the grading criteria of each performance. Failure to provide the required rubric (printed) = minus 2pts.
· Students will be required to complete a minimum of two (2) quizzes.

· Students will be assessed on the quality of their reflection logs.

· Students will be expected to maintain a folder or binder to store all graded rubrics for the duration of the course.

· Students will also receive a grade based on their individual participation in class discussions, behavior, and feedback for fellow speakers.
· Grades are computed as a percentage of points earned in comparison to the total points possible in each marking period.
· There is no final exam for Public Speaking, but a Reflection Essay may be assigned.
Remember the following, in order to do your best in this class….    (
Prior Proper Preparation…..Prevents Poor Performance…

of the Person Putting on the Presentation !!!
